Austro-German Balkan Policy

that quite a number of airmen can be counted among the
faithful. . . . There you see where persecution leads. They
say Millerand the War Minister is now very upset at having
got the three years* service law adopted. He perceives that
the cavalry will suffer and one doesn't know how he will
be able to alter matters. The night before last I dined next
to the British Military Attache* who fought in the Boer War
and who is extremely intelligent. He told me that this year's
manoeuvres in the West were very much better than last
year's, supplies arrived punctually, the motor waggons had
proved most useful, and the High Command had been very
superior to that of the previous year.

Berlin, $t\i November, 1912.

I left all Paris anxious about future events. At the German
Embassy where I lunched before leaving, Schoen appeared to
me to be the least concerned of anybody. He beHeved in a
very near mediation and maintained that Austria was no longer
to be feared on account of her pretensions regarding Salonika
and that she would be content with economic advantages.
I must admit I do not share his bright confidence, and arriv-
ing here I got the impression that the German Government
had great fear of war, that they felt that Austria was escaping
from their influence and that her behaviour vis-a-vis Germany
wasn't at all frank.

Several people who came and saw me last night spoke in
this sense and gave me to understand that the Emperor
William appeared rather indifferent to events and that he
spoils everything by his opportunism ; that Bethmann Holl-
weg is not revealing himself as a great statesman and Kiderlen
is suflering the consequences of his unfortunate policy in
permitting the annexation by Austria-Hungary of Bosnia and
Herzegovina some years ago, the first false step which has
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